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Introduction 

Welcome to Pearson  

Onboarding Guide 

 

  

We have created this step-by-step guide to assist teachers with preparing to 
deliver Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level Mathematics successfully. 

We hope that you find this helpful.   

If you have any feedback or questions on this guide, please do let us know on 
teachingmaths@pearson.com 

Tel: +44 (0) 344 463 2535 (Teaching Services team | Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm GMT) 

 

mailto:teachingmaths@pearson.com
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Step 1: Find our qualifications webpage 

 
 
This is located here.  
 
There are two tabs at the top. 
 
The first tab, “Subjects A-Z” can be used to access the webpages for all subjects that we 
offer. 
 
The second tab “About Edexcel IALs” provides FAQs about the qualification including 
details on university recognition, progression and the use of bilingual dictionaries. 
 
 
N.B. At this point, you may wish to simultaneously get setup on Edexcel Online (see step 9), 
which is a portal to a range of services, as this can take a while to process. Your exams 
officer should be able to set this up for you.  

Step 1 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/edexcel-online.html
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Step 2: Locate the subject webpage 

From the “Subjects A-Z” tab you will be able to select the subject you are interested in. For 
example, click M for Mathematics and then click Mathematics.  
 

 
 
The subject page for International Advanced Level Mathematics can be found here:  
IAL Mathematics. 
 
 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/mathematics-2018.html
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Step 3: Download the specification  

The specification can be found on the top left corner of the subject webpage linked on the 
previous page. This is the key document you should use to find out what your students need 
to learn, what they will be examined on and how they will be examined. Examination authors 
make use of this (not the textbook) when creating exam questions. Use it to plan your lesson 
content. 
 

 
 
You may find it useful to refer to past paper questions, mark schemes and examiner reports 
to gain clarity on the depth required for each specification point. You can do this by clicking 
on Exam materials in the “Course materials” box, by going on to Exam Wizard, or by signing 
up to the Maths Emporium (see Step 9). 
  

Step 3 

Step 4 

Step 5 

Step 6 

Step 9 
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Step 4: Know how to get advice & sign up to subject 

updates and network  

The contact details of Mark Heslop, our International Mathematics Subject Advisor, are 
located below the specification.  
 
You can email him for any queries you have in relation to the mathematics content of our 
specifications, resources or administration of the qualification.  
 

Step 5: Review useful documents  

There is a box located at the bottom left of the page called “Useful documents”.  
 
If you are a subject teacher, it would be a good idea to review the International Advanced 
Level Subject Guide.  This explains the modular nature of the qualification and gives an 
overview of the support we provide. 
 
If you are a Head of Department or Exams officer, you may also wish to review the Pearson 
Edexcel International welcome pack . For further information specific to carrying out our 
examinations, please click here.  
 

  

mailto:teachingmaths@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20Advanced%20Level/General/ial-maths-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20Advanced%20Level/General/ial-maths-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/pearson-edexcel-toolkit/pearson-edexcel-welcome-pack.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/pearson-edexcel-toolkit/pearson-edexcel-welcome-pack.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/exam-officers-administrators.html
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Step 6: Order published resources 

There is a box located at the bottom right of the subject webpage with a link to all the 
published resources for the qualification.  
 

 
 
This includes modular student textbooks, online teacher resource packs and Power 
Starters.  
 
Power Starters are for students who are about to start their International A Level courses 
and act as a bridge between International GCSE and International A Level. They are fast, 
focused and flexible programmes which provide the prerequisite skills and knowledge 
required to access the courses effectively. This resource is available in a teacher led and 
student led format. 
 
Access the free preview site to find out how it can help you ensure that your students get 
the best start to their International A Level Mathematics qualification. 
 
The Online Teacher Resource Packs contain worksheets, practice exam papers, worked 
solutions, exam practice PowerPoints and summative practice assessments. 
 
 

  

https://www.pearson.com/international-schools/british-curriculum/secondary-curriculum/International-A-Level/mathematics.html?tab=pricing-%2526-isbns
https://www.pearson.com/international-schools/british-curriculum/secondary-curriculum/pearson-power-starters/ial-power-starters.html
https://www.pearson.com/international-schools/british-curriculum/secondary-curriculum/pearson-power-starters/ial-power-starters.html
https://pearson.tfaforms.net/2078?tfa_2583=Power%20Starters%20Preview
https://www.pearson.com/international-schools/british-curriculum/secondary-curriculum/International-A-Level/mathematics.html?tab=in-more-detail


Author: Product Management Page 9 of 12      Version: 1.0

   

Approver: GQ International Product  Classification: Public Date: 08.06.2026 

Step 7: Attend training 

a) Attend the “Getting Ready to Teach” and “Understanding Assessment and Improving 

Delivery” Live webinar training sessions, which are provided free of charge. 

 
You can do this by clicking on the “Training sessions” link in the “Teaching support and 
training” box on the right of the subject webpage and then selecting “GCSE and A levels, 
International GCSE and International A Level”.  
 

This will take you to our Professional Development Academy. 
 
Select “Secondary International” and filter by subject and by level (choose Key Stage 5). 
Whilst in the Professional Development Academy, you may find it helpful to complete the 
self-paced online courses such as “Pearson Edexcel Ready! Understanding Pearson 

Step 7a 

Step 7b 

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bcoursetype%5D%5B0%5D=Self-paced&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B1%5D=secondary_international
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Edexcel Exams” and “Pearson Edexcel Ready! Teaching Pearson International GCSE & 
International A Levels”.  
 

 
 

b) If none of the live sessions timings work for you, or the self-paced courses are too 

generic, you can access all previous webinars by clicking on “Teaching and learning 

materials” in the “Course materials” box on the right of the webpage. This will result in 

the drop-down menu shown below. Click on “Past training content”. You can access 

all the presentation materials there.  

 
You can also watch past recordings of training webinars at your own convenience on our 
YouTube channel. 

  

https://youtube.com/@pearsonukintschools?si=WUIjLD74jV0zIUee
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Step 8: Plan Your Course 

Scheme of Work 

Within the “Teaching and learning materials” tab there is a “Scheme of work” tab with each 
module broken down by subtopic. This includes teaching guidance, prior knowledge 
requirements and common misconceptions with reference to examiner reports, as well as a 
rough idea of teaching hours for each subtopic. 
 

Step 9: Ensuring that your students are well-prepared for 

examinations 

Edexcel Online (EOL) 

Edexcel Online is our self-service portal for centre staff. It also gives teaching staff access 
to various services including online booking for training events. Your Edexcel Online 
username and password will also give you access to locked Exam Materials, Exam Wizard, 
Access to Scripts and Results Plus. For further information on how to get it setup, click here. 
 
Under the Teaching and Learning materials tab, you will find Exemplar material. This will help 
you ascertain the depth that you need to go to for the content listed in the specification.  
 

Exemplar Material  

This can be found in the “Teaching and learning materials” tab, it provides you with marked 
student work to see what examiners expect of students.  

Exam Materials 

This can be found on the main subject page in the Course materials box 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/edexcel-online.html
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You will find all previous past exam papers, mark schemes and examiner’s reports here. 
These are very useful when planning lessons to help you identify common errors made by 
students and to show examples of good vs poor responses. 

Exam Wizard 

However, an even more useful tool for doing this is Exam Wizard. This is a free database of all 
past exam questions, which can be filtered by specification point and assessment 
objective. This can be used to select questions to complete in lessons for exam practice for 
specific topics or question types or create end of topic tests or mock examinations or to 
determine the depth required for a particular specification point. 

The Maths Emporium 

This is a rich repository of past papers, mark schemes and examiner reports, with additional 
teaching support materials. You can sign up for free here.  From the end of 2026 this can be 
found on ActiveHub.  

Results Plus 

When your students have sat their examinations, you can tweak your course planning and 
schemes of work for the following year or plan targeted revision for students taking resits by 
using our free question level analysis tool called Results Plus.  
 
For further guidance on how to use Exam Wizard and Results Plus, have a look at this video. 

Access To Scripts 

Results Plus is best used in conjunction with our free Access To Scripts service where having 
obtained permission from your students, you may download their marked scripts on results 
day, so that you can see exactly what made them perform less well on certain questions and 
also select work that is good and poor and use them in lessons. 

Stationery 

Calculators are permitted in all International A Level Mathematics exams. For information 
about calculators, see here. For information about bilingual dictionaries, see JCQ’s 
Instructions for Carrying out Examinations. Note that simple bilingual dictionaries that meet 
the conditions set out in 14.1-14.8 are allowed for all IAL Mathematics examinations.  For 
queries about all other stationery, see here. 

https://www.examwizard.co.uk/
https://mathsemporium.com/mathematics-emporium/
https://activehub.pearson.com/#/login
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_4JXQK4Fzc
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exam-Stationery-And-Materials-List
https://www.jcq.org.uk/knowledge-hub/intructions-for-conducting-examinations/#Chapter-2-Preparing-for-the-examination
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/examination-guidance.html

